Washington, D.C.

March 30, 1863

Senator James Harlan of lowa, whose daughter later married President Lincoln's son Robert, introduced this
Resolution in the Senate on March 2, 1863. The Resolution asked President Lincoln to proclaim a national day
of prayer and fasting. The Resolution was adopted on March 3, and signed by Lincoln on March 30, one month
before the fast day was observed.

By the President of the United States of America.

A Proclamation.

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority and just
Government of Almighty God, in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a resolution,
requested the President to designate and set apart a day for National prayer and humiliation.
And whereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the
overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with
assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to recognize the
sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history, that those nations
only are blessed whose God is the Lord.

And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to
punishments and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful calamity of
civil war, which now desolates the land, may be but a punishment, inflicted upon us, for our
presumptuous sins, to the needful end of our national reformation as a whole People? We have
been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved, these many
years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in numbers, wealth and power, as no other
nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which
preserved us in peace, and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some
superior wisdom and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become
too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to
the God that made us!

It behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess our national
sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.

Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and fully concurring in the views of the Senate,
I do, by this my proclamation, designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th. day of April, 1863, as
a day of national humiliation, fasting and prayer. And I do hereby request all the People to
abstain, on that day, from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several places of
public worship and their respective homes, in keeping the day holy to the Lord, and devoted to
the humble discharge of the religious duties proper to that solemn occasion.

All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope authorized by the
Divine teachings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on high, and answered with
blessings, no less than the pardon of our national sins, and the restoration of our now divided

and suffering Country, to its former happy condition of unity and peace.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the eighty seventh.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln

William H. Seward, Secretary of State.



My Fellow mericans:

loast night, when | spoke with you about the fall of Romg, | Kngw at that moment that troops of the United
Statgs and our {lligs wereg crossing the Channgl in another and greater operation. It has come to pass
with sucegss thus far. {Ind so, in this poignant hour, | ask gou to join with mg in prager:

dlmighty God: Our sons, pride of our nation, this day have s¢t upon a mighty endgavor,
a struggle to pregserve our Republie, our religion, and our civilization, and to set free a
suffering humanity.

logad thegm straight and trug; give strgngth to their arms, stoutngss to their hearts,
steadfastngss in their faith.

They will nged Thy blgssings. Their road will bg long and hard. For the gnegmy is strong.
Hg may hurl back our foregs. duccgss may not comg with rushing speed, but we shall
retarn again and again; and wg kKnow that by Thy gracg, and by the righteousness of our
causg, our sons will triumph.

They will beg sorg trigd, by night and by dag, without rgst -- until the victory is won. The
darkngss will bg rent by noisg and flamg. Blgn's souls will bg shakegn with theg violgnegs of
war.

For these men arg lategly drawn from the ways of peacg. They fight not for the lust of
conquest. They fight to end conquest. They fight to liberate. They fight to Igt justice arisg,
and tolgraneg and goodwill among all Thy pegople. They yearn but for the end of battlg,
for their return to thg haven of home.

Somg will ngver return. €mbracg these, Father, and recgive them, Thy heroie servants,
into Thy Ringdom.

{Ind for us at homg -~ fathers, mothers, childregn, wives, sisters, and brothers of brave
men overseas, whosg thoughts and pragers arg gver with them -- help us, Himighty God,
to rededicate ourseglves in rengwed faith in Theg in this hour of great sacrifice.

Mang peoplg have urged that | call the nation into a singlg day of special prager. But
because the road is long and the dgsirg is great, | ask that our peoplg degvote themsglves
in a continuancg of prayer. {Is we risg to gach ngw dagy, and again when ¢ach dag is
spent, let words of prager bg on our lips, invoking Thy help to our ¢fforts.

@ive us stregngth, too -~ strgngth in our daily tasks, to redouble the contributions we
makg in thg physical and thg matgrial support of our armed forcgs.

{Ind Iegt our hearts be stout, to wait out theg long travail, to bear sorrows that may comg,
to impart our courage unto our sons whergsogver they magy be.

{nd, O lsord, give us faith. Give us faith in Theg; faith in our sons; faith in gach other;
faith in our united erusade. logt not the Regngss of our spirit gver be dulled. et not the
impacts of temporary gvents, of temporal matters of but flegting moment -- Igt not these
deter us in our unconqugerablg purposg.

With Thy blgssing, we shall prevail over the unholy foregs of our gngmy. Help us to
conqugr the apostigs of greed and racial arrogances. logad us to the saving of our
country, and with our sister nations into a world unity that will spell a surg peacg -- a
peacg invulngrablg to thg schgmings of unworthy men. fInd a peacg that will I¢t all of
men live in fregdom, reaping the just rewards of their hongst toil.

Thy will bg dong, dimighty God. Wmen.

President Franklin ®. Roosevelt - Jung 6, 1944



